New Zealand Tree Crops Association

Survey of Fig growers

Dec 2005 

Introduction:

Very little statistical information is available about the fig industry in NZ.  This survey aims to summarise some data so that:

1. We may be in a better position to apply for research funding.

2. We can share information with other growers and potential buyers. This hopefully will allow growers to plan better.

You may regard some questions as revealing too much intellectual property.  In most cases, the data will be aggregated and presented so that individual growers are not identified.  However, it is up to you whether or not you choose to answer the questions. The information you provide is valuable to the whole industry, so please take the time to fill out this questionnaire.  If you have any questions, please contact Eric Cairns, NZTCA, at 04 5267 929 or email cairnse@pardise.net.nz.

Please return forms by end January 2006 to Eric Cairns at 178 Mangaroa Valley Road, RD1 Upper Hutt.  If you know of other growers, nurserymen or buyers of figs, please inform them about this survey.

A summary of results will be provided to the delegates at the 10 April 2006 Fig Grower Workshop (Upper Hutt) and also sent to growers who have identified themselves on the questionnaire.

Region figs being grown


Altitude if known (m)


Aspect 

(eg 5º slope to nth east)


Soil type                                             approx pH

Depth topsoil before pan or sub soil (cm)                   Do you use solid fertiliser? Y/N

Climate: 

Expected max temp ºC in Nov,  
Dec,    
Jan,    
Feb,    
Mar, 
  April

Expected min temp ºC Nov,        Dec,    Jan,       Feb,
   Mar, 
    April.

Date last frost in spring.  


Date 1st frost in Autumn               

Temperatures moderated or accentuated by local geographic feature eg sea, river, basin, If so what?

Annual Rainfall (mm),                             Humidity during ripening (low, med, high)

Varieties cultivated (if known. List separately if required





Breba or maincrop (ratio)


Fresh fruit or processing

Total area planted (Ha)……………………………(10,000m2 = 1 hectare)

Number of trees by age class since planting: 1-5yr           6-10yr        10yr+

Approx tree width times height & row spacings (m)

First picking dates for each variety last year (nearest week)









Irrigation used?  Y/N


Bird netting or bird control Y/N

What disease problems?



Does fig rust defoliate your trees?

           If so, when?

Do you sell plants or cuttings  Y/N

Training & pruning

None        Low x, y or espalier           Bush                 Teebar              Other

Marketing: 

Volume to wholesaler (kg)                  Volume sold direct to customers (kg)         

Volume exported last season (including above figures (kg))

What happens to seconds or unsold fruit kg)………………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you buy figs commercially? Estimated annual requirements.

From wholesaler (kg)…………….Direct from grower (kg)

Packaging (circle)

Summer fruit trays          or loose             or other

Grading: random             or defined grades (specify)



Wants:

Local Marketing assistance, specify on separate sheet……………………………

Export marketing assistance, specify on separate sheet ………………………….

Visits from TCA fig research coordinator or other consultant Y/N

Do you conduct your own fig research?


If so, please list headings

Are prepared to share your findings? Y/N

Rank
Research Priorities for NZTCA or other institution (please rank options

· Knowledge about best varieties for area or particular end use.

· Accurate naming of varieties (incl reference collection & DNA & isoenzyme typing)

· Organic production

· Chemical assistance (growth regulators, fungicides & insecticides)

· Virus free plant stock

· Importation of new varieties (if so, which ones)

· Fertiliser requirements/monitoring

· Pruning & training techniques

· Shelf life issues, 

· Correct maturity for picking 

· Post harvest treatments & packaging

· Storage temperature and humidity

· Processing options

· Market development

· Others (specify

Cooperation

Are you interested in cooperative marketing with other local growers   Y/N

Coordinating nationwide to help with continuity of supply (to some extent, seasons overlap between north & south)         Y/N

Interested in joint venture (are you a landowner or a grower)  Y/N…………..

Do you want to be on an email contact list for fig news         Y/N

Do you want a registration form for the Fig Grower Workshop for Mon 10 April 2006, Upper Hutt?)  Y/N

Name & address to send summary to

……………………………………………..…….

……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………..……….

email address)……………………………….…

This survey is supported by the Wellington-Horowhenua branch of New Zealand Tree Crops Association

